Guiding Principles

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

· Libraries and library staff uphold and protect the principles of intellectual freedom and the public's right to know by providing their users with ready and equal access to ideas and information. 

· Libraries and library staff are committed to providing access to information in all formats, including electronic formats and Internet connections, to the individuals they serve. 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND LITERACY

· Libraries and library staff encourage children and young people to develop a lifelong interest in reading and learning, and help provide them with literacy skills. 

· Libraries serve as learning centers, assisting students and scholars in meeting educational objectives, and supporting people of all ages in their lifelong pursuit of self-education. 

EQUITABLE ACCESS

· Equal, ready and equitable access to information must be protected for all. 

· Libraries are the most logical and effective mechanisms to provide access to the broad range of government information, nationally, statewide and locally, in every community. Libraries will urge government to affirm its obligation to create and widely distribute government information as a necessary resource for full participation in a democratic society. 

STEWARDSHIP OF PUBLIC RESOURCES 

· Libraries serve the public interest by being economical, credible, locally based points of access for traditional and new information formats and services. 

· Libraries and library staff are committed to resource sharing and partnerships that promote equity of access to information. 

· Libraries, the foundation of our nation's information infrastructure, make significant contributions to other national, state and local programs to further societal goals. 

· The unique experience of library staff in selecting, analyzing, organizing, preserving and distributing information in all formats is a significant resource for making information meaningful and accessible to the public. 

